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Canterbury School Summer Reading List  

2019 – Middle School 
Book descriptions are from Amazon. 

 

 

For Students Entering Grade 5  
 
Students will need to bring their own copy of the required book on the first day of school. 

 

Required Reading:  Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Munoz Ryan  

Naomi Soledad León Outlaw has had a lot to contend with in her young life, her name for one. 

Then there are her clothes (sewn in polyester by Gram), her difficulty speaking up, and her status 

at school as "nobody special." But according to Gram's self-prophecies, most problems can be 

overcome with positive thinking. Luckily, Naomi also has her carving to strengthen her spirit. 

And life with Gram and her little brother, Owen, is happy and peaceful. That is, until their mother 

reappears after 7 years of being gone, stirring up all sorts of questions and challenging Naomi to 

discover who she really is. 

 

Students must read at least one additional book:  

My Diary from the Edge of the World by Jodi Lynn Anderson 

Spirited, restless Gracie Lockwood has lived in Cliffden, Maine, her whole life. She’s a typical 

girl in an atypical world: one where sasquatches helped to win the Civil War, where dragons glide 

over Route 1 on their way south for the winter (sometimes burning down a T.J. Maxx or an 

Applebee’s along the way), where giants hide in caves near LA and mermaids hunt along the 

beaches, and where Dark Clouds come for people when they die. To Gracie it’s all pretty ho-

hum…until a Cloud comes looking for her little brother Sam, turning her small-town life upside 

down. Determined to protect Sam against all odds, her parents pack the family into a used 

Winnebago and set out on an epic search for a safe place that most people say doesn’t exist: The 

Extraordinary World. It’s rumored to lie at the ends of the earth, and no one has ever made it 

there and lived to tell the tale. To reach it, the Lockwoods will have to learn to believe in each 

other—and to trust that the world holds more possibilities than they’ve ever imagined. 

 

The Book without Words: A Fable of Medieval Magic by Avi 

In the ancient Northumbrian town of Fulwich, there is an old man whom nobody knows. This 

man, Thorston by name, has lived a secret life so that he may stay alive forever. Call him an 

alchemist, but his possession of The Book without Words contains the secret of immortality. But 

to make this secret a reality, he must sacrifice his minion, Odo, a coal-black raven, and Sybil, his 

thirteen-year-old servant. Just as Thorston is on the brink of immortality, Sybil decides she wants 

to live her own life, and Odo wants the gold he believes Thorston has made. Who then will live 

and who will die? And who will get the gold? 
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Midnight Magic by Avi 

Night after night, a ghost appears in the royal castle of Pergamontio, terrifying the princess. 

Mangus the Magician doesn't believe in ghosts, but that doesn't stop him from being charged with 

finding this one. The King demands that Mangus free his daughter from the torment of the ghost; 

otherwise, the magician will pay with his life. Mangus' only hope is his faithful, street-smart 

servant boy, Fabrizio, who must solve the mystery of the ghost using logic and reason -- and a bit 

of magic of his own. 

 

The Wanderer by Sharon Creech   

Thirteen-year-old Sophie hears the sea calling, promising adventure and a chance for discovery as 

she sets sail for England with her three uncles and two cousins. Sophie's cousin Cody isn't sure he 

has the strength to prove himself to the crew and to his father. Through Sophie's and Cody's travel 

logs, we hear stories of the past and the daily challenges of surviving at sea as The Wanderer sails 

toward its destination, and its passengers search for their places in the world. 

 

The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau   

Ember, a 241-year-old, ruined domed city surrounded by a dark unknown, was built to ensure that 

humans would continue to exist on Earth, and the instructions for getting out have been lost and 

forgotten. On Assignment Day, 12-year-olds leave school and receive their lifetime job 

assignments. Lina Mayfleet becomes a messenger, and her friend Doon Harrow ends up in the 

Pipeworks beneath the city, where the failing electric generator has been ineffectually patched 

together. Both Lina and Doon are convinced that their survival means finding a way out of the 

city, and after Lina discovers pieces of the instructions, she and Doon work together to interpret 

the fragmented document.  

 

Inkheart by Cornelia Funke   

One cruel night, Meggie's father reads aloud from a book called Inkheart, and an evil ruler 

escapes the boundaries of fiction and lands in their living room. Suddenly, Meggie is smack in the 

middle of the kind of adventure she has only read about in books. Meggie must learn to harness 

the magic that has conjured this nightmare, for only she can change the course of the story that 

has changed her life forever. 

 

The Year of the Dog by Grace Lin   

The story follows young Grace through the Year of the Dog, one that Grace hopes will prove 

lucky for her. And what a year it is! Grace meets a new friend, another Asian girl, and together 

they enter a science fair, share a crush on the same boy, and enjoy special aspects of their heritage 

(food!). Grace even competes in a national book-writing contest and finds her true purpose in life.  
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The Sixty-Eight Rooms by Marianne Malone   

Fans of magic, mystery, and adventure will love the first exciting Sixty-Eight Rooms Adventure, 

the perfect next step for kids who loved the Magic Tree House series, and readers who 

love Chasing Vermeer, The Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 

Frankweiler, and Wonderstruck! Almost everybody who has grown up in Chicago knows about 

the Thorne Rooms. Housed in the deep inside of the Chicago Art Institute, they are a collection of 

68 exquisitely crafted miniature rooms. Each room is set in a different historic period, and every 

detail is perfect. Some might even say, the rooms are magic. Imagine, what if on a field trip, you 

discovered a key that allowed you to shrink so that you could sneak inside and explore the rooms' 

secrets? What if you discovered that others had done so before you? And that someone had left 

something important behind? 

 

Loser by Jerry Spinelli   

Just like other kids, Zinkoff rides his bike, hopes for snow days, and wants to be like his dad 

when he grows up. But Zinkoff also raises his hand with all the wrong answers, trips over his own 

feet, and falls down with laughter over a word like "Jabip." Other kids have their own word to 

describe him, but Zinkoff is too busy to hear it. He doesn't know he's not like everyone else. And 

one winter night, Zinkoff's differences show that any name can someday become "hero." 

 

Banner in the Sky by James Ramsey Ullman 

The Citadel. It stands unconquered, the last great summit of the Alps. Only one man has ever 

dared to approach the top, and that man died in his pursuit. He was Josef Matt, Rudi Matt's father. 

At sixteen, Rudi is determined to pay tribute to the man he never knew, and complete the quest 

that claimed his father's life. And so, taking his father's red shirt as a flag, he heads off to face the 

earth's most challenging peak. But before Rudi can reach the top, he must pass through the 

forbidden Fortress, the gaping chasm in the high reaches of the Citadel where his father met his 

end. Rudi has followed Josef's footsteps as far as they will take him. Now he must search deep 

within himself to find the strength for the final ascent to the summit, to plant his banner in the 

sky. His father died while trying to climb Switzerland's greatest mountain, the Citadel, and young 

Rudi knows he must make the assault himself. 
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For Students Entering Grade 6  
 
Students will need to bring their own copy of the required book on the first day of school. 

 

Required Reading:  Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli 

This is a Newbery Medal winning modern classic about a racially divided small town and a boy 

who runs. Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a freak accident 

hadn't made him an orphan. After living with his unhappy and uptight aunt and uncle for eight 

years, he decides to run--and not just run away, but run. This is where the myth of Maniac Magee 

begins, as he changes the lives of a racially divided small town with his amazing and legendary 

feats. 

 

Students must read at least one additional book: 

 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who lives in the 

forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch in the 

Forest, Xan, is kind. She shares her home with a wise Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny 

Dragon. Xan rescues the children and delivers them to welcoming families on the other side of 

the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on the journey. One year, Xan accidentally feeds a 

baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling the ordinary child with extraordinary magic. Xan 

decides she must raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. As Luna’s thirteenth birthday 

approaches, her magic begins to emerge--with dangerous consequences. Meanwhile, a young man 

from the Protectorate is determined to free his people by killing the witch. Deadly birds with 

uncertain intentions flock nearby. A volcano, quiet for centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth’s 

surface. And the woman with the Tiger’s heart is on the prowl . . .  

 

The Thing about Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin 

Everyone says that it was an accident... that sometimes things "just happen." But Suzy won't 

believe it. Ever. After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is convinced that the true 

cause of the tragedy was a rare jellyfish sting. Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she 

crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it means traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's achingly 

heartfelt journey explores life, death, the astonishing wonder of the universe...and the potential 

for love and hope right next door. 

 

Grace, Gold, and Glory My Leap of Faith by Gabrielle Douglas  

In the 2012 London Olympics, US gymnast Gabrielle Douglas stole hearts and flew high as the 

All-Around Gold Medal winner, as well as acting as a critical member of the US gold-medal-

winning women’s gymnastics team. In this personal autobiography, Gabrielle tells her story of 

faith, perseverance, and determination, demonstrating you can reach your dreams if you let 

yourself soar.  
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The Inquisitor's Tale: Or, The Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog by Adam Gidwitz 

1242. On a dark night, travelers from across France cross paths at an inn and begin to tell stories 

of three children. Their adventures take them on a chase through France: they are taken captive 

by knights, sit alongside a king, and save the land from a farting dragon. On the run to escape 

prejudice and persecution and save precious and holy texts from being burned, their quest drives 

them forward to a final showdown at Mont Saint-Michel, where all will come to question if these 

children can perform the miracles of saints.  

   

Girl Code by Andrea Gonzales and Sophie Houser 

Perfect for aspiring coders everywhere, Girl Code is the story of two teenage tech phenoms who 

met at Girls Who Code summer camp, teamed up to create a viral video game, and ended up 

becoming world famous. The book also includes bonus content to help you start coding! Fans of 

funny and inspiring books like Maya Van Wagenen’s Popular and Caroline Paul’s Gutsy 

Girl will love hearing about Andrea “Andy” Gonzales and Sophie Houser’s journey from average 

teens to powerhouses. Through the success of their video game, Andy and Sophie got 

unprecedented access to some of the biggest start-ups and tech companies, and now they’re 

sharing what they’ve seen.  

 

The Candymakers by Wendy Mass  

In the town of Spring Haven, four children have been selected to compete in the national 

candymaking contest of a lifetime. Who will make a candy more delicious than the Oozing 

Crunchorama or the Neon Yellow Lightning Chew? Logan, the candymaker’s son, who can 

detect the color of chocolate by feel alone? Miles, the boy allergic to rowboats and the color 

pink? Daisy, the cheerful girl who can lift a fifty-pound lump of taffy as if it were a feather? 

Philip, the suit-and-tie-wearing boy who's always scribbling in a secret notebook? This sweet, 

charming, and cleverly crafted story, told from each contestant's perspective, is filled with 

mystery, friendship, and juicy revelations. 

 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Sleznick 

Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his 

survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly interlocks with an 

eccentric, bookish girl and a bitter old man who runs a toy booth in the station, Hugo's 

undercover life, and his most precious secret, are put in jeopardy. A cryptic drawing, a treasured 

notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, and a hidden message from Hugo's dead father form 

the backbone of this intricate, tender, and spellbinding mystery. 
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Bomb: The Race to Build--and Steal--the World's Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve Sheinkin 

In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed 

next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a 

scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the United States, Soviet spies 

worked their way into the scientific community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind 

enemy lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant 

group of scientists was hidden away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the 

plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's most formidable weapon. 

This is the story of the atomic bomb. 

The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart  

“Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?” When this peculiar ad appears in the 

newspaper, dozens of children enroll to take a series of mysterious, mind-bending tests. (And 

you, dear reader, can test your wits right alongside them.) But in the end, just four very special 

children will succeed. Their challenge: to go on a secret mission that only the most intelligent and 

resourceful children could complete. To accomplish it they will have to go undercover at the 

Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. As our 

heroes face physical and mental trials beyond their wildest imaginations, they have no choice but 

to turn to each other for support. But with their newfound friendship at stake, will they be able to 

pass the most important test of all? Welcome to the Mysterious Benedict Society. 

  

Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief by Wendelin Van Draanen   

What Sammy should have done was put the binoculars down and called 911. What she does 

instead is tighten up the focus on her right eye to get a better look. There's something very 

familiar about this thief. But when Sammy eventually spills her story to Officer Borsch, he 

doesn't believe her. He treats her like some snot-nosed little kid. Well, Sammy's not going to 

stand for that. She's a snot-nosed seventh grader now, and she knows what she saw. And 

somehow she's going to prove it. 
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For Students Entering Grade 7  
 
Students will need to bring their own copies of the required books they read on the first day 

of school. 

 

Required Reading:  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor 

Set in Mississippi at the height of the Depression, this is the story of one family's struggle to 

maintain their integrity, pride, and independence in the face of racism and social injustice. And it 

is also Cassie's story—Cassie Logan, an independent girl who discovers over the course of an 

important year why having land of their own is so crucial to the Logan family, even as she learns 

to draw strength from her own sense of dignity and self-respect. 

 

Required Reading - Choose one:  

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 

The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood 

 

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 

During the summer of 1793, Yellow Fever sweeps the streets of Philadelphia and Mattie Cook, a 

teenage girl, who lives above a family coffee shop with her widowed mother and grandfather 

must learn how to move from daily chores to daily survival. Themes include love, courage and 

coming of age as the protagonist moves from childhood to adulthood. 

 

The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood  

In 1776, the rebellion of the American colonies against British rule was crushed. Now, in 1777, 

George Washington is awaiting execution, Benjamin Franklin's banned rebel newspaper, Liberty 

Tree, has gone underground, and young ne'er-do-well Creighton Brown, a fifteen-year-old Brit, 

has just arrived in the colonies. Having been shipped off against his will, with nothing but a 

distance for English authorities, Creighton befriends Franklin, and lands a job with his print shop. 

But the English general expects the spoiled yet loyal Creighton to spy on Franklin. Creighton 

must decide where his loyalties lie...a choice that could determine the fate of a nation. 

 

Students may also read any or all of the following books: 

 

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya 

For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basketball until dark, sipping mango smoothies, 

and keeping cool under banyan trees. And maybe a few shifts as junior lunchtime dishwasher at 

Abuela’s restaurant. But this summer also includes Carmen, a poetry enthusiast who moves into 

Arturo’s apartment complex and turns his stomach into a deep fryer. He almost doesn’t notice the 

smarmy land developer who rolls into town and threatens to change it. Arturo refuses to let his 

family and community go down without a fight, and as he schemes with Carmen, Arturo 

discovers the power of poetry and protest through untold family stories and the work of José 

Martí. 
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Pick Your Poison by Lauren Child 

Ruby Redfort: You can count on her if you’re between a rock and a hard place. A bite from a 

poisonous snake? Pass me the anti-venom. Need someone to take the fall? You don’t even have 

to ask. Stay one step ahead of trouble? Not so easy. There are always snakes to look out for, but 

they aren’t half as poisonous as the rumors floating around Twinford. It’s a lot to chew over. Will 

Ruby pull through in one piece? When trouble’s out to get you and being smart is not enough, do 

you run like crazy, or is it time to brush up on your martial arts? 

 

Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica Hesse 

Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke spends her days procuring and delivering sought-after black market 

goods to paying customers, her nights hiding the true nature of her work from her concerned 

parents, and every waking moment mourning her boyfriend, who was killed on the Dutch front 

lines when the Germans invaded. She likes to think of her illegal work as a small act of rebellion. 

On a routine delivery, a client asks Hanneke for help. Expecting to hear that Mrs. Janssen wants 

meat or kerosene, Hanneke is shocked by the older woman's frantic plea to find a person--a 

Jewish teenager Mrs. Janssen had been hiding, who has vanished without a trace from a secret 

room. Hanneke initially wants nothing to do with such dangerous work, but is ultimately drawn 

into a web of mysteries and stunning revelations that lead her into the heart of the resistance, open 

her eyes to the horrors of the Nazi war machine, and compel her to take desperate action. 

 

Restart by Gordon Korman 

Chase's memory just went out the window. Chase doesn't remember falling off the roof. He 

doesn't remember hitting his head. He doesn't, in fact, remember anything. He wakes up in a 

hospital room and suddenly has to learn his whole life all over again . . . starting with his own 

name. He knows he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he gets back to school, he sees that 

different kids have very different reactions to his return. Some kids treat him like a hero. Some 

kids are clearly afraid of him. One girl in particular is so angry with him that she pours her frozen 

yogurt on his head the first chance she gets. Pretty soon, it's not only a question of who Chase is--

it's a question of who he was . . . and who he's going to be.  

 

Rules by Cynthia Lord 

Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible when you have a 

brother with autism and a family that revolves around his disability. She's spent years trying to 

teach David the rules from "a peach is not a funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on in 

public" -- in order to head off David's embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine meets 

Jason, a surprising, new sort-of friend, and Kristi, the next-door friend she's always wished for, 

it's her own shocking behavior that turns everything upside down and forces her to ask: What is 

normal? 
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The Agony of Alice by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor  

Life, Alice McKinley feels, is just one big embarrassment. Here she is, about to be a teenager and 

she doesn't know how. It's worse for her than for anyone else, she believes, because she has no 

role model. Her mother has been dead for years. Help and advice can only come from her father, 

manager of a music store, and her nineteen-year-old brother, who is a slob. What do they know 

about being a teen age girl? What she needs, Alice decides, is a gorgeous woman who does 

everything right, as a roadmap, so to speak. If only she finds herself, when school begins, in the 

classroom of the beautiful sixth-grade teacher, Miss Cole, her troubles will be over. 

Unfortunately, she draws the homely, pear-shaped Mrs. Plotkin. One of Mrs. Plotkin's first 

assignments is for each member of the class to keep a journal of their thoughts and feelings. Alice 

calls hers "The Agony of Alice," and in it she records all the embarrassing things that happen to 

her.  

 

The False Prince by Jennifer A. Nielsen 

In a discontent kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, a nobleman 

of the court, devises a cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost son and install 

him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are recruited to compete for the role, including a defiant boy 

named Sage. Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than questionable, yet his life balances 

on a sword's point -- he must be chosen to play the prince or he will certainly be killed. But Sage's 

rivals have their own agendas as well. As Sage moves from a rundown orphanage to Conner's 

sumptuous palace, layer upon layer of treachery and deceit unfold, until finally, a truth is revealed 

that, in the end, may very well prove more dangerous than all of the lies taken together.  

 

When My Name Was Keoko by Linda Sue Park 

Sun-hee and her older brother, Tae-yul, live in Korea with their parents. Because Korea is under 

Japanese occupation, the children study Japanese and speak it at school. Their own language, 

their flag, the folktales Uncle tells them—even their names—are all part of the Korean culture 

that is now forbidden. When World War II comes to Korea, Sun-hee is surprised that the Japanese 

expect their Korean subjects to fight on their side. But the greatest shock of all comes when Tae-

yul enlists in the Japanese army in an attempt to protect Uncle, who is suspected of aiding the 

Korean resistance. Sun-hee stays behind, entrusted with the life-and-death secrets of a family at 

war. This is a WWII novel that is categorized as historical fiction.  

 

They Dance in the Sky: Native American Star Myths by Ray Williamson & Jean Guard 

Monroe 

For countless generations, Native American storytellers have watched the night sky and told tales 

of the stars and the constellations. The stars themselves tell many tales—of children who have 

danced away from home, of six brothers who rescue a maiden from the fearful Rolling Skull, of 

the great wounded sky bear, whose blood turns the autumn leaves red, and many more. 
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Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk 

Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived a mostly quiet, steady 

life in her small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into her 

class. Betty quickly reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative, and while her bullying seems 

isolated at first, things quickly escalate, and reclusive World War I veteran Toby becomes a target 

of her attacks. While others have always seen Toby’s strangeness, Annabelle knows only 

kindness. She will soon need to find the courage to stand as a lone voice of justice as tensions 

mount.  
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For Students Entering Grade 8  
 

Students will need to bring their own copies of both required books on the first day of 

school. 

 

Required Reading:  The Last Book in the Universe by Rodman Philbrick 

This fast-paced action novel is set in a future where the world has been almost destroyed. It's the 

story of an epileptic teenager nicknamed Spaz, who begins the heroic fight to bring human 

intelligence back to the planet. In a world where most people are plugged into brain-drain 

entertainment systems, Spaz is the rare human being who can see life as it really is. When he 

meets an old man called Ryter, he begins to learn about Earth and its past. With Ryter as his 

companion, Spaz sets off an unlikely quest to save his dying sister -- and in the process, perhaps 

the world. 

 

Required Reading: Chasing Lincoln’s Killer (YA version) by James L. Swanson 

Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the 

conspirators and the manhunters, CHASING LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about 

the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of 

Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia. 

 

Students may also read any or all of the following books: 

 

Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard 

Mare Barrow’s world is divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-

blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief in a 

poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the Silver court. There, before the 

king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of her own. To cover up this 

impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver princess, and betroths her to one 

of his own sons. As Mare is drawn further into the Silver world, she risks everything and uses her 

new position to help the Scarlet Guard. One wrong move can lead to her death, but in the 

dangerous game she plays the only certainty is betrayal. 
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Tell the Wolves I’m Home by Carol Rifka Brunt 

There’s only one person who has ever truly understood fourteen-year-old June Elbus, and that’s 

her uncle, the renowned painter Finn Weiss. So when he dies, of a mysterious illness her mother 

can barely speak about, June’s world is turned upside down. But Finn’s death brings a surprise 

acquaintance into June’s life—someone who will help her to heal, and to question what she thinks 

she knows about Finn, her family, and even her own heart. At Finn’s funeral, June notices a 

strange man lingering just beyond the crowd. A few days later, she receives a package in the mail. 

Inside is a beautiful teapot she recognizes from Finn’s apartment, and a note from Toby, the 

stranger, asking for an opportunity to meet. As the two begin to spend time together, June realizes 

she’s not the only one who misses Finn, and if she can bring herself to trust this unexpected 

friend, he just might be the one she needs the most. 

 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 

In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government 

agencies breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" 

Wiggin lives with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and the person he loves 

more than anyone else, his sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine were candidates for the soldier-

training program but didn't make the cut--young Ender is the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle 

School for rigorous military training. Is Ender the general Earth needs?  

 

Ready Player One: A Novel by Ernest Cline 

In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is 

when he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying 

the puzzles hidden within this world's digital confines—puzzles that are based on their creator's 

obsession with the pop culture of decades past and that promise massive power and fortune to 

whoever can unlock them. But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by 

players willing to kill to take this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, 

he'll have to win—and confront the real world he's always been so desperate to escape. 

 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a photographic memory; she 

can remember every detail of everything she has ever experienced. She is smarter than most of 

the adults who try to diagnose her and smarter than her classmates in her integrated classroom--

the very same classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged, because she cannot tell them 

otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's determined to let 

everyone know it...somehow. In this breakthrough story--reminiscent of The Diving Bell and the 

Butterfly"--from multiple Coretta Scott King Award-winner Sharon Draper, readers will come to 

know a brilliant mind and a brave spirit who will change forever how they look at anyone with a 

disability. 
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Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell  

Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this is the story of two star-crossed misfits-smart 

enough to know that first love almost never lasts, but brave and desperate enough to try…from 

AR 

 

We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 

Cadence Sinclair Easton comes from an old-money family, headed by a patriarch who owns a 

private island off of Cape Cod. Each summer, the extended family gathers at the various houses 

on the island. Cadence, her cousins Johnny and Mirren, and friend Gat (the four "Liars"), have 

been inseparable since age eight. During their fifteenth summer however, Cadence suffers a 

mysterious accident. She spends the next two years…in a haze of amnesia… trying to piece 

together just what happened… from School Library Journal 

 

Bone Gap by Laura Ruby 

Everyone knows Bone Gap is full of gaps. So when young, beautiful Roza went missing, the 

people of Bone Gap weren’t surprised. But Finn knows what really happened to Roza. He knows 

she was kidnapped by a dangerous man whose face he cannot remember. 

 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways 

hum with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one 

smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are 

enchanted. At first. Then they turn on her. Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges her to 

become the very thing that can destroy her: normal.  

 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will 

become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a 

meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. 

With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen 

books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her 

basement. 


