
Canterbury Middle School 

Grade 8 Summer Reading List 2017-2018 
Book descriptions are from Amazon.com 

 

Students will need to bring their own copies of both required books on the first day of 

school. 

 

Required:  The Last Book in the Universe by Rodman Philbrick 

This fast-paced action novel is set in a future where the world has been almost destroyed. It's 

the story of an epileptic teenager nicknamed Spaz, who begins the heroic fight to bring human 

intelligence back to the planet. In a world where most people are plugged into brain-drain 

entertainment systems, Spaz is the rare human being who can see life as it really is. When he 

meets an old man called Ryter, he begins to learn about Earth and its past. With Ryter as his 

companion, Spaz sets off an unlikely quest to save his dying sister -- and in the process, perhaps 

the world. 

 

Required: Chasing Lincoln’s Killer (YA version) by James L. Swanson 

Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the 

conspirators and the manhunters, CHASING LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about 

the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of 

Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia. 
 

 

Students may also read any or all of the books from the following list. 

 

Absolute True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie  

Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian 

Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white 

farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The 

Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings 

by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he 

attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live.  

 

Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard 

Mare Barrow’s world is divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with 

superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the 

Silver court. There, before the king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of her own. 

 

To cover up this impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver princess, and betroths her to one of his own 

sons. As Mare is drawn further into the Silver world, she risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard. 

One wrong move can lead to her death, but in the dangerous game she plays the only certainty is betrayal. 

 

Tell the Wolves I’m Home by Carol Rifka Brunt 

1987. There’s only one person who has ever truly understood fourteen-year-old June Elbus, and that’s her uncle, the renowned 

painter Finn Weiss. Shy at school and distant from her older sister, June can only be herself in Finn’s company; he is her godfather, 

confidant, and best friend. So when he dies, far too young, of a mysterious illness her mother can barely speak about, June’s world 

is turned upside down. But Finn’s death brings a surprise acquaintance into June’s life—someone who will help her to heal, and 

to question what she thinks she knows about Finn, her family, and even her own heart. 

  

At Finn’s funeral, June notices a strange man lingering just beyond the crowd. A few days later, she receives a package in the 

mail. Inside is a beautiful teapot she recognizes from Finn’s apartment, and a note from Toby, the stranger, asking for an 

opportunity to meet. As the two begin to spend time together, June realizes she’s not the only one who misses Finn, and if she 

can bring herself to trust this unexpected friend, he just might be the one she needs the most. 



 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 

In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government agencies breed child geniuses and 

train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin lives with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother 

Peter, and the person he loves more than anyone else, his sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine were candidates for the soldier-

training program but didn't make the cut--young Ender is the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military 

training. Is Ender the general Earth needs?  

 

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 

In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is when he's jacked into the 

virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden within this world's digital confines—

puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession with the pop culture of decades past and that promise massive power and 

fortune to whoever can unlock them.  

   

But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to take this ultimate prize. The 

race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—and confront the real world he's always been so desperate to 

escape. 

 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a photographic memory; she can remember every detail of 

everything she has ever experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose her and smarter than her 

classmates in her integrated classroom--the very same classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged, because she cannot 

tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's determined to let everyone know 

it...somehow. In this breakthrough story--reminiscent of The Diving Bell and the Butterfly"--from multiple Coretta Scott King 

Award-winner Sharon Draper, readers will come to know a brilliant mind and a brave spirit who will change forever how they 

look at anyone with a disability. 

 

Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell  

Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this is the story of two star-crossed misfits-smart enough to know that first love 

almost never lasts, but brave and desperate enough to try.  

 

 

We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 

Cadence Sinclair Easton comes from an old-money family, headed by a patriarch who owns a private island off of Cape Cod. 

Each summer, the extended family gathers at the various houses on the island, and Cadence, her cousins Johnny and Mirren, 

and friend Gat (the four "Liars"), have been inseparable since age eight. During their fifteenth summer however, Cadence 

suffers a mysterious accident. She spends the next two years—and the course of the book—in a haze of amnesia, debilitating 

migraines, and painkillers, trying to piece together just what happened. Lockhart writes in a somewhat sparse style filled with 

metaphor and jumps from past to present and back again—rather fitting for a main character struggling with a sudden and 

unexplainable life change. The story, while lightly touching on issues of class and race, more fully focuses on dysfunctional 

family drama, a heart-wrenching romance between Cadence and Gat, and, ultimately, the suspense of what happened during 

that fateful summer. The ending is a stunner that will haunt readers for a long time to come. - From School Library Journal 

 

Bone Gap by Laura Ruby 

Everyone knows Bone Gap is full of gaps. So when young, beautiful Roza went missing, the people of Bone Gap weren’t 

surprised. But Finn knows what really happened to Roza. He knows she was kidnapped by a dangerous man whose face he 

cannot remember. 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum with the murmur of 

“Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one 

cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. At first.  Then they turn on her. Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges 

her to become the very thing that can destroy her: normal.  

 
 

  


