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Students will need to bring their own copy of the required book on the first day of school. 

 

Required:  Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Munoz Ryan 

Naomi Soledad Leon Outlaw has had a lot to contend with in her young life, her 

name for one. Then there are her clothes (sewn in polyester by Gram), her 

difficulty speaking up, and her status at school as "nobody special."  But according 

to Gram, most problems can be overcome with positive thinking. And with Gram 

and her little brother, Owen, Naomi's life at Avocado Acres Trailer Rancho in 

California is happy and peaceful...until their mother reappears after seven years of 

being gone, stirring up all sorts of questions and challenging Naomi to discover 

and proclaim who she really is. 

 

In addition to Becoming Naomi Leon, students must read at least one book 

from the following list; however, they may read as many choices as they’d 

like. 

 
The Sisters Grimm: The Fairy Tale Detectives by Michael Buckley  

Sisters Sabrina and Daphne are sent to live with their mysterious grandmother, Relda Grimm. The sisters 

learn they are descendants of the Brothers Grimm, whose famous book of fairy tales is actually a 

collection of case files. The girls are the latest in a long line of fairy-tale detectives, and their new 

hometown is filled with Everafters (as magical folks like to be called)—some good and some very, very 

bad. When a mysterious Everafter sets a giant loose on the town, it’s up to the Sisters Grimm to save the 

day. 

 

No Talking by Andrew Clements  

It’s boys vs. girls when the noisiest, most talkative, and most competitive fifth graders in history 

challenge one another to see who can go longer without talking. Teachers and school administrators are in 

an uproar, until an innovative teacher sees how the kids’ experiment can provide a terrific and unique 

lesson in communication. 

 

The Wanderer by Sharon Creech   

Thirteen-year-old Sophie hears the sea calling, promising adventure and a chance for discovery as she sets 

sail for England with her three uncles and two cousins. Sophie's cousin Cody isn't sure he has the strength 

to prove himself to the crew and to his father. Through Sophie's and Cody's travel logs, we hear stories of 

the past and the daily challenges of surviving at sea as The Wanderer sails toward its destination—and its 

passengers search for their places in the world. 

 

City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau   

Ember, a 241-year-old, ruined domed city surrounded by a dark unknown, was built to ensure that 

humans would continue to exist on Earth, and the instructions for getting out have been lost and forgotten. 

On Assignment Day, 12-year-olds leave school and receive their lifetime job assignments. Lina Mayfleet 

becomes a messenger, and her friend Doon Harrow ends up in the Pipeworks beneath the city, where the 

failing electric generator has been ineffectually patched together. Both Lina and Doon are convinced that 

their survival means finding a way out of the city, and after Lina discovers pieces of the instructions, she 

and Doon work together to interpret the fragmented document.  

 

 

 



Inkheart by Cornelia Funke   

One cruel night, Meggie's father reads aloud from a book called INKHEART-- and an evil ruler escapes 

the boundaries of fiction and lands in their living room. Suddenly, Meggie is smack in the middle of the 

kind of adventure she has only read about in books. Meggie must learn to harness the magic that has 

conjured this nightmare. For only she can change the course of the story that has changed her life forever. 

 

 

 

 

The Year of the Dog by Grace Lin   

The story follows young Grace through the Year of the Dog, one that Grace hopes will prove lucky for 

her. And what a year it is! Grace meets a new friend, another Asian girl, and together they enter a science 

fair, share a crush on the same boy, and enjoy special aspects of their heritage (food!). Grace even 

competes in a national book-writing contest and finds her true purpose in life.  

 

The Sixty-Eight Rooms by Marianne Malone   

Fans of magic, mystery, and adventure will love the first exciting Sixty-Eight Rooms Adventure—the 

perfect next step for kids who loved the Magic Tree House series, and readers who love Chasing 

Vermeer, The Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, and Wonderstruck! Almost everybody who 

has grown up in Chicago knows about the Thorne Rooms. Housed in the deep inside the Chicago Art 

Institute they are a collection of 68 exquisitely crafted miniature rooms. Each room is set in a different 

historic period, and every detail is perfect. Some might even say, the rooms are magic. Imagine—what if 

on a field trip, you discovered a key that allowed you to shrink so that you could sneak inside and explore 

the rooms' secrets? What if you discovered that others had done so before you? And that someone had left 

something important behind? 

 

How to Steal a Dog by Barbara O’Connor  

Georgina Hayes is desperate. Ever since her father left and they were evicted from their apartment, her 

family has been living in their car. With her mama juggling two jobs and trying to make enough money to 

find a place to live, Georgina is stuck looking after her younger brother, Toby. And she has her heart set 

on improving their situation. When Georgina spots a missing-dog poster with a reward of five hundred 

dollars, the solution to all her problems suddenly seems within reach. All she has to do is “borrow” the 

right dog and its owners are sure to offer a reward. What happens next is the last thing she expected.  

 

The True Meaning of SmekDay by Adam Rex  

When twelve-year-old Gratuity (“Tip”) Tucci is assigned to write five pages on “The True Meaning of 

Smekday” for the National Time Capsule contest, she’s not sure where to begin. When her mom started 

telling everyone about the messages aliens were sending through a mole on the back of her neck? Maybe 

on Christmas Eve, when huge, bizarre spaceships descended on the Earth and the aliens – called Boov – 

abducted her mother? Or when the Boov declared Earth a colony, renamed it “Smekland” (in honor of 

glorious Captain Smek), and forced all Americans to relocate to Florida via rocketpod? 

 

Loser by Jerry Spinelli   

Just like other kids, Zinkoff rides his bike, hopes for snow days, and wants to be like his dad when he 

grows up. But Zinkoff also raises his hand with all the wrong answers, trips over his own feet, and falls 

down with laughter over a word like "Jabip." Other kids have their own word to describe him, but Zinkoff 

is too busy to hear it. He doesn't know he's not like everyone else. And one winter night, Zinkoff's 

differences show that any name can someday become "hero."  


