
 
 

 

Canterbury Parent Association Meeting 

Steering Committee Meeting 

High School Cafeteria 

September 6, 2018 

 
Present: Beth Behrendt, Tania Boyd, Cathy Diamente, Jill Surendran, Lindsay Chaille, Nicole Lawson, Lisa 

Selby, Arie Moreno, Natalie Chenoweth, Sue Wojewuczki, Tiffany Oury, Nicole Langel, Flo Bear, Carmen 

Brough, Lisa Smits, Carrie Gould, Dave Coble, Gretchen Lee, Marsha Bormann, Dima Mourad, Bill Ennist, 

Jessica Morales, Melinda Perry, Fraser Coffeen, Katie Burrows, Cherie Bowen  

 

1. Call to Order 

Beth Behrendt called the meeting to order at 8:18 a.m. 

 

2. Director of Development: Melinda Perry  

Melinda stated her role as official liaison to the Parent Association. She welcomed the parents and 

thanked them for their time and dedication put forth. Jessica Morales, Director of Enrollment 

Management, echoed Melinda’s welcome to the parents. 

 

3. Table Introductions    

Parents and faculty introduced themselves and stated their role in the school and ages / grades of their 

children.  

 

4. Head of School: Bill Ennist 

Bill thanked all parents for attending and said that he is excited to work in strengthening the Parent 

Association. He stated that it has been a smooth start to the school year. He would like to see the Parent 

Association structured in a different way this year. In the past, there have been certain events, which are 

parent run events, and certain school-run events. It was confusing in the past and going forward the 

objective is to clarify which are events created by the school that need volunteers vs. which are parent 

created events that need volunteers.  He spoke of the role for the Divisional Representatives. The Reps 

are a group of people who are available for parents if they have questions or concerns. Bill would like a 

more transparent channel of communication back and forth between administration and parents.  K-12 

Convocation took place on September 5th.  

• Upcoming Events: Homecoming on September 15th which includes the Fall Family Picnic, 

sporting events and Alumni tent. 

 

5. Middle School Director: Fraser Coffeen 

Fraser noted a great start to the school year. House Games happen on September 7th. Pictures were taken 

the beginning of this week. Next week the 8th grade class will travel to Washington D.C., the 7th grade 

will head to Camp Tecumseh, and 6th grade class will be at Marengo Cave. The 5th grade class will take 

their field trip on September 17th. The trips are designed to allow for team building and to foster 

bonding.  

• Upcoming Events: Coffee with Fraser on October 5th. 

 

6. Lower School Director: Katie Burrows 

Lower school is off to a great start as well. The students are establishing routines and being reminded of 

standards of behavior. There are room parents lined up in all but one class currently.  Katie will be 

sending out a weekly email to all LS parents. 

• Upcoming Events: Coffee with Katie on September 19th. 

 



 

 

7. Early Childhood Director: Cherie Bowen 

Cherie noted that there are 64 new Early Childhood students this year, and 51 new families to 

Canterbury.  She hopes that the new families will quickly become acclimated to the community by 

having the EC reps and Marsha Bormann reach out to welcome them.  

• Upcoming Events: The Tan family will put on a strings concert on September 13th for EC 

students and faculty. This will take place in Lily’s Garden from 10:30am until 10:50am. All are 

invited to attend. 

• EC Parent Night Out is on October 5th from 6:30pm until 8:30pm.  This event is held in the 

Lower School Commons and is just for parents.  

 

8. Treasurer’s Report: Cathy Diamente 

Cathy created a snapshot of expenses for last year. She is hoping to have a budget established for next 

year by the next meeting.  

 

9. Secretary Report: Jill Surendran 

Jill is the liaison between Taylor Feighner and Parent Association. The goal this year is to have all 

communications for events sent to Jill, who will then pass it on to Taylor. Taylor requests a two-week 

turnaround time for announcements to be included in the Morning Update. Please be cognizant of when 

an event is happening and whether there is a need for additional volunteers. Starting this year, all 

Facilities Request Forms are located online and can be filled out there. 

https://www.canterburyschool.org/marketing  

 

10. Vice President Report: Tania Boyd 

Tania mentioned that volunteers are trickling in. There are no longer paper forms parents fill out to 

volunteer– everything is online. https://www.canterburyschool.org/students-parents/volunteer Jessica 

Morales mentioned that she is working on redoing the slider on the website. There will be an action 

button for volunteers to use on the website, thus making it easier for parents to signup. Tania noted that 

there are enough volunteers for lunchroom duty however they are still in need for carpool help. Jennie 

Crandal is the faculty member whom is handling reimbursement for EC parents if they are volunteering 

at a PA event and need to send their child to the Clubhouse.  

 

11. New Parent Ambassador: Marsha Bormann  

An email was sent out to all new families, welcoming them to the community. Marsha will send an 

email out to the new families inviting them to attend the Fall Picnic. 

 

12. Committee Reports 

a. Cavalier Clothing Report: Natalie Chenoweth 

Last year CCC made approximately $12K. CCC has been at all of the Orientations and Back-to-

School Nights and will also be at the Fall Picnic.  So far, CCC has sold $12K worth of 

merchandise this year. They will no longer be staffing a CCC store on Tuesday and Thursday 

afternoons. Instead, they will set up tables once every nine weeks.  

b. Friends of Faculty: Nicole Lawson 

Nicole noted that she has met with Fraser Coffeen to establish all of the MS dates. 

 

13. Division Reports 

a. High School Rep – Seema Reddy 

Students help to run most of the events. Seema mentioned Homecoming on September 15th 

along with the soccer, tennis and volleyball games that day. 

b. Middle School Rep – Sue Wojewuczki 

Binders are now located online.  

c. Lower School Reps – Dave Coble and Dima Mourad 

First meeting with Katie Burrows will take place September 7th. 

 

 

 

https://www.canterburyschool.org/marketing
https://www.canterburyschool.org/students-parents/volunteer


14. President Report: Beth Behrendt 

Beth passed along a thank-you letter from the librarians informing everyone how they spent the funds 

gifted from the PA last year. Parent Association is collecting ideas from the faculty on how best to 

spend the revenue collected this year. The PA Steering Committee will have an opportunity to vote on 

the 2018-2019 contribution that best benefits all divisions.  

• PA Presents will still occur this year. Topics are to be determined and suggestions are 

welcomed. Bill Ennist suggested a topic on bullying. 

• Event binders are being centralized online, in one location with easy access. 

• Communication – continue to share what you hear, share your suggestions for improvement, 

feedback on how things are going. 

• Melinda Perry mentioned that the Big Dig is no longer under the umbrella of the Parent 

Association. Tara Parshley and Julie Stinson will be spearheading these events. 

 

15. Questions / Answers 

Q: Whom do parents ask if they are unsure whether their event is run by the school or run by PA?  

A: Tania Boyd, Beth Behrant, Cathy Diamente, Jill Surendran or any of the division heads can help 

clarify. 

 

Q: Will there be grade level parent parties? 

A: Yes. The Executive Committee is deciding how best to handle these. Should they still be at 

parents home vs at school? Information will be emailed out once decided. 

 

16.  Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 a.m. Next meeting will be held at the High School on January 17, 2019. 


