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Canterbury School announces next Head of School

NEWS RELEASE

FORT WAYNE, Ind. --  The Canterbury School Board of Trustees is pleased to announce 
that William “David” Jackson, Assistant Head of Oak Hall School in Gainesville, FL, has 
accepted our invitation to serve as the next Head of Canterbury School succeeding Bill 
Ennist, effective July 1, 2020.

“The characteristics that stand out most about David from his career experiences, our 
personal interaction with him, and from the references of those who have worked 
with him at Oak Hall, are his commitment to academic excellence, his warm and 
humble demeanor, and his dedication to building and fostering relationships within 
a school community,” said Canterbury Board of Trustees President, Matt Wojewuczki. 
“During his time on our campus he demonstrated a grasp of our mission and a desire 
to further it in a spirit of collaboration with all stakeholders.”

David will be joined by his wife, Generosa, a Latin and Greek teacher at Oak Hall 
School who has earned a doctorate in Classics. 

 “Generosa and I are incredibly excited to become part of the Canterbury family,” Jackson said. “When we visited 
campus, we were both impressed by the strong sense of community and overwhelming feeling of home. I am 
honored to serve as the next Head of School at Canterbury, and look forward to the work that we will all do together 
to advance the mission of our great school.”

Jackson has spent the past eighteen years in independent school education.  Receiving a bachelor’s degree in History/
Classics/Political Science, summa cum laude, from the University of Florida in 2002, David went on to complete a 
Master’s degree in Latin, also from the University of Florida, while serving as a full-time teacher of Latin, A.P. World 
History, and A.P. European History at Oak Hall School, a coed day school serving over 800 students in Prekindergarten 
through 12th grade, in Gainesville, FL. Promoted to Middle and Upper School Director in 2017, David oversaw the 
operations of the Middle and Upper Schools comprised of 400 students and 50 faculty. In 2019, he was named 
Assistant Head of School, aiding the Head of School in all aspects of Oak Hall School’s operations. 

In his senior year at the University of Florida, David received a University Scholars Award and early in his teaching 
career received a travel award from the Classical Association of Florida to study at the American Academy in Rome. 
Named Latin Teacher of the Year in 2013 by the Foreign Language Association and Classical Association of Florida, 
David was inducted into the Hall of Fame by the Florida Foreign Language Association, honored for distinguished 
service and leadership.
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“With David Jackson’s new leadership and the continuing dedication of our faculty and staff, the Board of Trustees 
looks forward to a bright future for Canterbury School,”  Wojewuczki said.

Beginning in September 2019, the Search Committee, co-chaired by Jan Paflas and Debbie Parrott, worked with search 
consultants, John Mackenzie and Deirdre Ling of Educators’ Collaborative, and reviewed the credentials of candidates 
from all parts of the country.  The Committee then identified ten individuals for a confidential round of in-person 
interviews.  Subsequently, four finalists and spouses visited the campus for comprehensive two-day interviews earlier 
this month.  On January 21, the Search Committee selected David Jackson as its nominee to the Board of Trustees to 
serve as the next Head of School.  The Trustees approved this recommendation at a Board Meeting on January 22.

Canterbury would like to extend its sincere appreciation to Search Committee Co-Chairs Jan Paflas and Debbie Parrott 
for their tireless efforts on behalf of Canterbury, as well to the fellow members of the Search Committee: Kathy Callen, 
Preeti Dembla, Glen Dixon, Matt Elliott, Bill Fisher, Robert Godley, Jeannette Schouweiler, Kimberly Summers, Chuck 
Surack, Nancy Westfall, Richard Waterfield, and Larry Weigand, who devoted countless hours and great care to the 
search process to ensure its successful outcome. 

###

About Canterbury School
The mission of Canterbury School is to maximize the potential of young people by providing a challenging, enriching, 
and supportive learning environment in which students build the foundation for a life of purpose, passion, and 
meaning. As an independent school, we place the personal, social, and spiritual well-being of each student at the 
center of all we do. As a college preparatory school, we strive to balance our treasured traditions with the needs and 
expectations of the students and families we serve. Learn more at www.canterburyschool.org.


