
World Literature and Composition                         Summer Reading Questions 

The summer reading assessment consists of this assignment and an in-class essay. This assignment is worth several 

reading quiz grades, so doing it well is a good way to begin the year with a strong grade.  You will be able to use this 

assignment when you write your in-class essay.  All of your answers should contain specific evidence and be written in 

full sentences. You may abbreviate quotes; indicate the page numbers for the quotes that you use. You will submit this 

in Turnitin, so do not handwrite your answers.  If you have questions about the assignment or the questions, you can 

email Ms. Crupi at ccrupi@canterburyschool.org.   

Bonjour Tristesse 

1. At the end of chapter three, Cecile says “All the elements of a drama were to hand: a libertine, a demimondaine, 

and a strong-minded woman.”  Explain this sentence, and consider the conflict that this represents. What do 

each of the three symbolize?   

2. The concept of love is explored throughout the novel, including in chapter four when Anne tells Cecile that her 

idea of love is primitive. In this novel, what are the various definitions of love?  In the novel, are some concepts 

of love more accurate than others?  Explain. 

3. Cecile and Anne have different ideas about how life should be lived.  Explain the differences between their 

ideas.  Do you think that the novel suggests that one of these ideas is better? 

4. Do you think that the novel portrays Raymond, Cecile’s father, as being charming? 

5. In part two, Cecile begins to manipulate Elsa, Anne, and her father.  Consider situations, both real and fictional, 

outside of the novel, in which people manipulate others. Write a paragraph about a situation that you have 

observed.  Consider whether manipulativeness is an essential aspect of human nature.  Is manipulativeness 

immoral? 

6. Do you think Cecile is best described as being shallow or as being naive?  Has Cecile has changed by the end of 

the novel? 

7. Find one quote in the novel that you think is particularly significant and explain. 

The Underground Railroad 

8. Throughout the novel, there are notices about runaway slaves—what do these contribute to the novel? 

9. Consider other works of literature that you have read and films that you have seen that explore racism. What 

are some of the significant similarities and differences between this novel and other works?  Were there any 

aspects of slavery explored in this novel that you hadn’t thought about before? 

10. In this novel, the Underground Railroad is a physical place. What did this add to the novel? 

11. List three characters in the novel besides Cora that you think are particularly important and explain. 

12. How does Cora change in the novel? 

13. In each section of the novel, we see different perspectives of white people toward black people. Explain three of 

those perspectives.  

14. List some of the examples of graphic details that you think are important in the novel. 

15. In the last section of “Indiana,” just before “Mabel” begins, the future viewpoint of some characters is 

presented. What do you think this adds to the novel? 

16. What did you think about the end of the novel? 

17. How does this novel define the concept of evil? 

18. Find one quote in the novel that you think is particularly significant and explain. 

Considering both novels: 

19. In what ways do food and drink play an important role in these novels? 

20. These novels are very different, but both explore the idea of what life means, or what is truly important to 

human beings. What do you think is expressed about life’s meaning in these two novels?   Do they have share a 

common idea about humanity or meaning? 

mailto:ccrupi@canterburyschool.org

