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Grade 6 Summer Reading List 2017-2018 
Book descriptions are from Amazon.com 

 

Students will need to bring their own copy of the required book on the first 

day of school. 

 

Required:  Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief  by Wendelin Van Draanen   

What Sammy should have done was put the binoculars down and call 911. What 

she does instead is tighten up the focus on her right eye to get a better look. There's 

something very familiar about this thief.  But when Sammy eventually spills her 

story to Officer Borsch, he doesn't believe her. He treats her like some snot-nosed 

little kid. Well, Sammy's not going to stand for that. She's a snot-nosed seventh 

grader now, and she knows what she saw. And somehow she's going to prove it. 

 

In addition to Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief, students must read at least 

one book from the following list; however, they may read as many choices as 

they’d like. 
 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who lives in the forest. 

They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch in the Forest, Xan, is 

kind. She shares her home with a wise Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon. Xan rescues the 

children and delivers them to welcoming families on the other side of the forest, nourishing the babies 

with starlight on the journey. 

 

One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling the ordinary child with 

extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. As Luna’s 

thirteenth birthday approaches, her magic begins to emerge--with dangerous consequences. Meanwhile, a 

young man from the Protectorate is determined to free his people by killing the witch. Deadly birds with 

uncertain intentions flock nearby. A volcano, quiet for centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth’s surface. 

And the woman with the Tiger’s heart is on the prowl . . . 
 

Sniffer Dogs: How Dogs (and Their Noses) Save the World by Nancy Castaldo  

Anyone who has ever spent time with a dog knows that dogs love sniffing! In Sniffer Dogs you will meet many 

dogs and their handlers and learn all about their jobs. Some of these dogs are raised from birth to detect blood 

sugar levels in their owners. Others are rescued from animal shelters and their boisterous personalities help 

make them excellent sniffer dogs. Featuring a balance between science and social science, Sniffer Dogs will 

appeal to dog lovers and science lovers alike.  

 

Grace, Gold, and Glory My Leap of Faith by Gabrielle Douglas  

In the 2012 London Olympics, US gymnast Gabrielle Douglas stole hearts and flew high as the All-Around 

Gold Medal winner, as well as acting as a critical member of the US gold-medal-winning women gymnastics 

team. In this personal autobiography, Gabrielle tells her story of faith, perseverance, and determination, 

demonstrating you can reach your dreams if you let yourself soar.  

 

The Inquisitor's Tale: Or, The Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog by Adam Gidwitz 

1242. On a dark night, travelers from across France cross paths at an inn and begin to tell stories of three 

children. Their adventures take them on a chase through France: they are taken captive by knights, sit 

alongside a king, and save the land from a farting dragon. On the run to escape prejudice and persecution and 

save precious and holy texts from being burned, their quest drives them forward to a final showdown at Mont 

Saint-Michel, where all will come to question if these children can perform the miracles of saints.  

   



Join William, an oblate on a mission from his monastery; Jacob, a Jewish boy who has fled his burning village; 

and Jeanne, a peasant girl who hides her prophetic visions. They are accompanied by Jeanne's loyal 

greyhound, Gwenforte . . . recently brought back from the dead. Told in multiple voices, in a style reminiscent 

of The Canterbury Tales, our narrator collects their stories and the saga of these three unlikely allies begins to 

come together.  

 

Girl Code by Andrea Gonzales and Sophie Houser 

Perfect for aspiring coders everywhere, Girl Code is the story of two teenage tech phenoms who met at Girls 

Who Code summer camp, teamed up to create a viral video game, and ended up becoming world famous. The 

book also includes bonus content to help you start coding! 

Fans of funny and inspiring books like Maya Van Wagenen’s Popular and Caroline Paul’s Gutsy Girl will 

love hearing about Andrea “Andy” Gonzales and Sophie Houser’s journey from average teens to powerhouses. 

Through the success of their video game, Andy and Sophie got unprecedented access to some of the biggest 

start-ups and tech companies, and now they’re sharing what they’ve seen. Their video game and their 

commitment to inspiring young women have been covered by the Huffington Post, Buzzfeed, CNN, Teen 
Vogue, Jezebel, the Today show, and many more. 

Get ready for an inside look at the tech industry, the true power of coding, and some of the amazing women 

who are shaping the world. Andy and Sophie reveal not only what they’ve learned about opportunities in 

science and technology but also the true value of discovering your own voice and creativity. 

The Candy Makers by Wendy Mass  

In the town of Spring Haven, four children have been selected to compete in the national candymaking contest 

of a lifetime. Who will make a candy more delicious than the Oozing Crunchorama or the Neon Yellow 

Lightning Chew? Logan, the candymaker's son, who can detect the color of chocolate by feel alone? Miles, the 

boy allergic to rowboats and the color pink? Daisy, the cheerful girl who can lift a fifty-pound lump of taffy as 

if it were a feather? Philip, the suit-and-tie-wearing boy who's always scribbling in a secret notebook? This 

sweet, charming, and cleverly crafted story, told from each contestant's perspective, is filled with mystery, 

friendship, and juicy revelations. 

 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Sleznick 

Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his survival 

depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly interlocks with an eccentric, bookish girl and 

a bitter old man who runs a toy booth in the station, Hugo's undercover life, and his most precious secret, are 

put in jeopardy. A cryptic drawing, a treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, and a hidden 

message from Hugo's dead father form the backbone of this intricate, tender, and spellbinding mystery. 

 

Bomb: The Race to Build--and Steal--the World's Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve Sheinkin 

In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed next to 

radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific race that 

spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific 

community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to attack German heavy-water 

manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden away at a remote site at Los 

Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's most 

formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb. 

The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart  

Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?" When this peculiar ad appears in the newspaper, 

dozens of children enroll to take a series of mysterious, mind-bending tests. (And you, dear reader, can test 

your wits right alongside them.) But in the end just four very special children will succeed. Their challenge: to 

go on a secret mission that only the most intelligent and resourceful children could complete. To accomplish it 

they will have to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that 

there are no rules. As our heroes face physical and mental trials beyond their wildest imaginations, they have 

no choice but to turn to each other for support. But with their newfound friendship at stake, will they be able to 

pass the most important test of all? Welcome to the Mysterious Benedict Society. 

  

 


